
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buffalo Sabres 
Daily Press Clips 

Wednesday, April 3, 2013 

 
 



Sabres win but face trade decisions 
By John Vogl 
Buffalo News 
April 2, 2013 
 
PITTSBURGH – It’s time to find out if the Buffalo Sabres are ready for an immediate, 
franchise-altering rebuild. 
 
The NHL trade deadline is 3 p.m. today, and the Sabres have significant decisions to 
make. They could begin a major overhaul by trading captain Jason Pominville. They 
could continue shipping out dependable veterans for draft picks. They could decide the 
offseason will be a more viable time to revamp a disappointing team. 
 
“I’m not going to worry about it,” goaltender Ryan Miller said Tuesday after an 
impressive 4-1 victory over Pittsburgh, “because you really don’t know. You really don’t 
have a say in anything. … It’s one of those things where the players are definitely just 
chess pieces, and the general manager is shuffling and moving them around. 
 
“Some years are more pressing than others. This year, obviously, expectations are high 
and we haven’t lived up to them, but like I’ve said before there’s still time in this season. 
We can write our own story here. We’re just going to worry about hockey and see where 
it falls.” 
 
Much of today’s focus will be on Pominville. The captain has a modified no-trade clause, 
and he confirmed he’s supplied General Manager Darcy Regier with a list of eight teams 
to which he cannot be traded. 
 
That leaves 21 organizations available to acquire one of Buffalo’s core players. 
 
“Darcy has a job to do, and for him to be able to do that in my case and in guys that have 
these kinds of lists, for him to be able to listen he needs to know,” Pominville said in 
CONSOL Energy Center. “He said it awhile ago that he was going to listen on everyone, 
so I think it shouldn’t be a surprise to anyone that this came up. 
 
“By no means does it mean I’m gone or stuff like that. I think it’s just part of the process. 
It’s a step that he has to do and he has to deal with. But again, it could happen, but 
would I be completely shocked if it didn’t? Probably not.” 
 
Pominville is in his 11th season in the organization, including his second as captain. The 
30-year-old realizes the Sabres are looking toward the future. He’s just not sure whether 
he’ll be part of it. 
 
“I understand the business of things,” said Pominville, who has one year left on his 
contract. “I understand Darcy has a job to do, and he’s trying to do his best to do what’s 
best for the team and the franchise. 
 
“It’s a tough situation for everyone.” 
 



Pominville had two assists as Buffalo snapped the Penguins’ 15-game winning streak, 
giving him 10 goals and 25 points. The right winger should generate interest among 
teams looking for scoring. 
 
A source close to Pominville was asked if he expected the captain to be part of the Sabres 
after the deadline. 
 
“I’d rather not answer that question,” he said. 
 
Likewise, a source close to Miller has “no true sense” whether the goaltender will remain 
with the Sabres. Most of the chatter for netminders has centered on Calgary’s Miikka 
Kiprusoff, Vancouver’s Roberto Luongo and Los Angeles’ Jonathan Bernier. 
 
Miller also has an eight-team, modified no-trade clause. 
 
“I’m not going to comment on conversations I had with Darcy – real or imagined is what 
I’m going to go with, just so I can cover all the rumor-type stuff,” Miller said. 
 
Because of their lackluster year and Regier’s focus on the future, the Sabres might 
contend with Dallas and San Jose for biggest fire sale. The Stars have shipped out 
Jaromir Jagr, former Sabres center Derek Roy and ex-captain Brenden Morrow. San 
Jose has dealt forward Ryane Clowe and defenseman Douglas Murray. 
 
The Sabres sent Jordan Leopold to St. Louis and Robyn Regehr to Los Angeles. 
 
“Darcy’s going to make some moves or made some moves that will hopefully benefit our 
future, but as a team we still show up to win every night and we still want to make the 
playoffs,” said defenseman Christian Ehrhoff, who signed a 10-year contract in June 
2011. “I definitely had something better in mind and thought we would be up in the 
standings a lot, but it hasn’t turned out so far that way. 
 
“I think the whole organization, starting with the ownership, is very committed to 
making it right and building a team that can be very successful. I still believe in that.”



Trust in Regier all but gone  
By Bucky Gleason 
Buffalo News 
April 3, 2013 
 
Terry Pegula has better things to do, but it would be nice if he emerged from the 
shadows and addressed the current state of his hockey team. He hasn’t spoken publicly 
since the beginning of the season, making him the only Sabres fan who hasn’t offered his 
two cents about another season circling the drain. 
 
Then again, what could he say that would soothe the masses at this stage? The results 
speak for themselves. The Sabres are a mess. In the past two years, he’s lost credibility 
among many who believed in him. His bold speech about winning the Stanley Cup 
within three years, once grounds for hope, has become a source of embarrassment. 
 
Clearly, there’s been a major change in plans. 
 
What’s the plan now, Terry? 
 
Darcy Regier has turned his attention to the future after trading away three defensemen 
in recent weeks and stockpiling draft picks. We’ll see what Regier has up his sleeve 
leading into today’s NHL trade deadline. I’m sure he’ll convince Pegula & Co., that he 
has the answers moving forward even though his team has gone backward. 
 
Barring a miracle, the Sabres will miss the playoffs for the second time in two full 
seasons under Pegula and the fourth time in six years overall. They had the eighth-
highest payroll in the NHL but were 26th overall before playing the Penguins. It’s not 
working. Forget contending for a title. The Sabres making the playoffs is laughable. 
 
It was evident long before he traded Robyn Regehr. The veteran defenseman was once 
considered such a valuable commodity that Pegula traveled to Calgary and talked him 
into waiving his no-trade clause and climbing aboard. In less than two years, with 
unrestricted free agency looming, he became disposable. 
 
“We’re really going to look toward building this team not just to move it into the playoffs 
but to go deep into the playoffs,” Regier said. “No one is quite sure of the time line, but 
we’re certainly going to focus on next season.” 
 
If the Sabres are planning a major rebuild, the first step should be finding someone who 
knows how to construct a team. Regier can’t be trusted to push them in the right 
direction. Many in the organization lost faith in him long ago. Pegula should be 
demanding nothing short of the best. Right now, he might have the worst. 
 
Based on his comments and rumblings around the organization, it doesn’t sound like 
Regier is going anywhere. He has his bosses snowed into thinking he can fill all the holes 
he created. It’s the only way to explain how he continued making personnel decisions 
going into the trade deadline. 
 



Franchise goalie Ryan Miller seemed perplexed last week when trying to figure out what 
was in store for the future. Thomas Vanek was baffled, too, before acknowledging he 
wasn’t interested in a long-term rebuild. After a while, you get the sense that nobody 
understands what Regier is doing. 
 
The reason: Regier doesn’t know what he’s doing. 
 
Miller and Vanek sounded prepared for a trade, but maximizing their value before 3 
p.m. could be difficult. Playoff contenders already have good goalies. Vanek’s injury 
problems and streaky scoring are enough to make teams think twice before giving up 
major assets for him. 
 
Jason Pominville is a different beast. He’s a top-line winger here, but he would be a 
supplemental player on a Cup contender. He’s a very good penalty killer, has a booming 
shot and plenty of experience. If a team thinks he can push them over the top this year, 
and stay through next season, he’s worth a gamble. 
 
Anyone can trade rentals for draft picks. The Sabres need someone who has intelligence 
and stomach to acquire the right bodies under pressure. Regier has a reputation in some 
circles, mainly among his apologists, for making great trades. If anything, he has missed 
out on trades because he fears making mistakes. 
 
Regier hasn’t exactly blown away people with his work under Pegula, which is the only 
time line that interests upper management. 
 
His first, for Brad Boyes, was a disaster. He was conned into taking Ales Kotalik, and his 
$3 million salary, in the deal that landed Regehr. Getting a first-round pick for Paul 
Gaustad and a fourth-rounder was good. Cody Hodgson for Zack Kassian looks fine 
now, but the swap can’t be properly assessed until both have matured. Steve Ott for 
Derek Roy helped chemistry but didn’t make a difference overall. 
 
Look at the results. 
 
Regier isn’t kidding anyone … other than Pegula, of course. He continues to make his 
owner look foolish for keeping him around in 2011, when Pegula bought the franchise 
and refused to make the right changes. He wanted to see how Regier worked without 
financial restraints, he said. Lindy Ruff wasn’t going anywhere, he said. 
 
This mess falls largely on Regier, who spent more and won less. In essence, he was given 
a Rolls Royce when Pegula took over the franchise and wrapped it around a tree. Anyone 
else would have had the keys taken away, but it looks like Regier will survive without a 
scratch. And that falls on Pegula for allowing it to happen. 
 
Pegula has been good for the community, but he’s over his head in hockey. Top advisor 
Ken Sawyer believes Regier is a genius. President Ted Black’s strength is daily 
operations, not hockey operations. Regier has them drinking the company Kool Aid and 
believing the problem is anything but him when the problem is precisely him. 
 



It must have been humbling for Pegula and his cronies from Pittsburgh to see the 
Penguins atop the standings before the game Tuesday. The Pens made the playoffs last 
season without Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and Jordan Staal for long stretches. Staal 
was traded away. The Pens are back on top largely because Ray Shero, one of the best 
GMs around, has been wheeling and dealing. 
 
Not much will change in Buffalo until Pegula comes to his senses, fires Regier and gets 
good people around him. I’m not sure who they should hire. Maybe it’s Rick Dudley or 
maybe it’s somebody else. I do know who shouldn’t be running the operation if the goal, 
as Pegula claimed, was winning it all. 
 
The goal in management is preserving jobs and convincing Pegula that they’re headed in 
the right direction even when the facts show otherwise. They talk about keeping players 
accountable, but they never hold the people accountable for putting together an 
overpaid, underachieving roster. 
 
Instead, they reach deep into the bag of excuses to satisfy the owner and pacify the 
masses. For years, they blamed finances and competing in a small market. When that 
didn’t work, they blamed injuries or bad bounces or the schedule. I’m told that last 
week, internally, they pointed toward the media as a source of their problems. 
 
Funny, but I don’t recall participating on the power play, playing terrible defense or 
getting beat 5-hole. I do recall the Sabres being desperate for help down the middle and 
signing Jochen Hecht. I also recall them signing Regier to an extension after he missed 
the playoffs for the third time in five years. 
 
What’s your take, Terry?  



Sabres notebook: Adam glad to be back 
By John Vogl 
Buffalo News 
April 2, 2013 
 
PITTSBURGH – Tuesday morning, Kevin Porter said he really needed to start scoring. 
At night, he found the net twice to give the Buffalo Sabres a significant victory. 
 
Porter, who failed to score in his opening 19 games with the Sabres, had a pair of goals 
against Pittsburgh to key a 4-1 victory. The emphatic win snapped the Penguins’ 15-
game winning streak. 
 
“They obviously were playing really well, so to come into their building and take two 
points is huge,” Porter said in CONSOL Energy Center. 
 
The center opened the scoring with a short-handed goal midway through the first 
period. His second goal, with 3:28 gone in the second, gave the Sabres their 4-1 lead. It 
was important because the Sabres have struggled to hold two-goal advantages. 
 
“I was happy to get one, and the second one was a little extra,” Porter said. “I was trying 
not to think about it, but after that many games you finally want to get one. I thought I 
was playing well, but you definitely want to chip in offensively. It’s nice to help out the 
team a little bit.” 
 
“I’m real happy for Kevin,” coach Ron Rolston said. “Ever since he’s been up, he’s played 
his heart out. He competes every night for us. He does a lot of things. 
 
“For him to come out and have the offensive game he did, that was pretty special.” 
 
... 
 
Luke Adam’s demotion to the minors last season lingered in his mind a long time. He 
thought about it during the final three months of the season. He pondered it during the 
summer. He contemplated it for the opening five months this season. 
 
Finally, within the past two months, the Sabres’ prospect stopped thinking about getting 
back to Buffalo and focused on playing for Rochester. It helped because Adam was back 
in a Buffalo uniform. 
 
Adam’s long wait for another NHL opportunity ended against the Penguins. It was his 
first game for Buffalo since Feb. 8, 2012, when a decent rookie season turned into what 
was beginning to look like a permanent demotion. 
 
“I don’t know if I would have thought it would have took this long, but I guess patience 
paid off,” Adam said. “I’m happy to be back and excited.” 
 
Adam attempted four shots during his team-low 9:36 of ice time. 
 



Adam had 10 goals and 20 points in 52 games last season – including four goals and 11 
points in the opening 11 games – but he fell out of favor with former coach Lindy Ruff 
because of his defensive play and got sent down to the Amerks. He stayed there while 
players such as Porter, Brian Flynn, Marcus Foligno and Corey Tropp came up. 
 
Adam wondered whether his NHL time in the organization had passed him by. 
 
“It’s always in the back of your mind, but I think I was thinking about it too much, and 
that’s what got me in trouble,” Adam said. “The last month and a half, two months I’ve 
completely even wiped the idea away and just been focusing on my game down there. I 
think it’s come a long way in that time, and my confidence is back to where it was. 
 
“I feel like I’m starting to control games and control the puck a lot more. It’s a good 
feeling.” 
 
Adam had 14 goals and 32 points in 64 games with Rochester. He was also minus-12, 
but the 22-year-old said he’s improved since his first stay in Buffalo. 
 
“I think I’m just more mature as a player on both ends of the rink,” Adam said. “I know 
my points haven’t really been there, as high I’d like or as high as they used to be, but I’m 
getting opportunities and playing well defensively. There’s been some tough breaks, but 
that’s hockey. That’s the game. Like I said, I’m excited to be back here.” 
 
... 
 
The Sabres are getting accustomed to saying goodbye to veteran defensemen. Buffalo 
traded Jordan Leopold to St. Louis on Saturday, and it followed up by shipping Robyn 
Regehr to Los Angeles on Monday. 
 
The Sabres summoned Adam Pardy from Rochester to take Regehr’s roster spot. 
Forwards Thomas Vanek and Ville Leino missed the game with upper-body injuries. 
 
“Obviously, Robyn is a big part of the team,” captain Jason Pominville said. “He plays a 
lot of minutes. He’s a beast to play against. He was a great teammate, a great leader on 
this team. It was really tough to see him go. … He’s going to be missed.” 



Is Darcy safe? 
By Jerry Sullivan 
Buffalo News (blog) 
April 2, 2013 
 
The more times goes by, the more I believe that Darcy Regier will be here next season as 
the Sabres' general manager. When Lindy Ruff was fired earlier in the season, a lot of 
observers assumed the general manager would also be jettisoned if the Sabres missed 
the playoffs this season. I'm not so sure of that. 
 
Regier is busy at work "rebuilding" the team. He traded Jordan Leopold and Robyn 
Regehr. On Tuesday, Jason Pominville confirmed that he had given Regier a list of 
teams to which he wouldn't approve a trade. Does this look like a GM who is destined to 
be fired? If Terry Pegula was going to let Regier go after the season, why would he allow 
him to go about reshaping his team? 
 
I know someone has to make the personnel moves at the trade deadline. Maybe Pegula 
and Co. figure Regier can make simple moves for draft picks and be replaced later. It 
just doesn't seem plausible to me. It looks and sounds as if Regier has been put in charge 
of a short-term rebuilding. If I had to bet, I would wager that he would be the general 
manager next season. 
 
Pegula wants desperately to believe in Regier. He was extremely fond of Regier and 
Ruff. I suspect he would rather not give up on both of them this quickly. Remember, 
Regier was given high marks for his work at last year's deadline, for getting a first-round 
pick for Paul Gaustad and dealing Zack Kassian for Cody Hodgson. It was seen as one of 
his best efforts at the deadline.  
 
When the team failed on the ice, it was Ruff who was held responsible. I believe there is 
still a lot of belief in Regier at the top of the organization. Bucky Gleason was told 
recently that top brass are trying to convince Pegula that the media is the problem, and 
that certain Buffalo News writers are out to get Regier. This tells me they really want to 
believe Regier is better than his reputation, and that he has the team on the verge of 
contending with a younger, more talented roster. 
 
Consider this quote from Regier after the Regehr trade: "We indicated to him that we 
were going to look toward next season and we're really going to look toward building 
this team not just to move it into the playoffs but to go deep into the playoffs. No one is 
quite sure of the time line but we're certainly going to focus on next season." 
 
Translation: They're not really rebuilding, folks. Renew your season tickets, because 
Regier is simply reshaping a young roster for a serious playoff run with the young, 
promising roster he has put together in the last couple of years. He's a hockey genius 
who has been compromised by bad coaching, injuries and circumstance. 
 
Maybe I'm wrong. I don't pretend to have any insight into Pegula's thinking. But I do 
believe the owner would rather buy the notion that we're too tough on Regier than face 
the reality of finding someone new to run the operation. 



Sabres fight the streak 
By Paul Hamilton 
WGR 550 
April 2, 2013 
 
Pittsburgh, PA (WGR 550)  -- The Sabres gave up more chances early in Pittsburgh, but 
the difference is they took advantage of their own. 
 
Buffalo gave the Pens three power plays and all three penalties were dumb ones 
including a boarding and unsportsmanlike conduct on Mike Weber. 
 
That inspired Buffalo because 45 seconds into the penalty kill, Jason Pominville and 
Kevin Porter hounded Matt Niskanen into a turnover and Porter quickly snapped home 
his first as a Sabre breaking Pittsburgh’s shutout string at 218:48. Tomas Vokoun’s 
personal streak was broken at 173:06. 
 
The Pens did tie it right before the four minutes were over. As a matter of fact It was 15 
seconds before it was over. Adam Pardy and Tyler Myers had a poor shift and Jarome 
Iginla wound up with a tap in for his first as a Penguin. 
 
Miller had made great saves on Iginla and Evgeni Malkin before that. 
Buffalo wasn’t done as Pardy made up for the shorthanded shift with a great stretch pass 
to Pominville to clear the zone. He gained the Pittsburgh blue line and found a streaking 
Steve Ott. His slap shot eluded Vokoun for his 6th. 
  
Pittsburgh is without its leader Sydney Crosby, but they controlled much of that period 
looking for its 16th straight win. 
 
What makes the Sabres so frustrating is what we saw in the second period. Buffalo 
played a complete game in that second scoring two goals and only allowing three shots. 
Yes, that’s three shots against a team that’s one of the best in the NHL and has won 15 
straight. 
 
The Sabres chased the goalie that had two straight shutouts and part of a third. 
 
Cody Hodgson responded from a game on the fourth line by coming in with a great 
effort that resulted in a wraparound goal. His defense has also been much improved in 
this game too. 
 
Now, this is a long ways from getting into the garage, but if the Sabres play the third just 
like that, they will win. 
 
Kevin Porter has his second career two goal game going. 
 
I mentioned Miller only made three saves, but one was a beauty in the slot on Pascal 
Dupuis. 
 
Drew Stafford hit the post on one of Buffalo’s three power plays. 
 



After 40 minutes the Amerks have three goals and three assists in this game. 
 
That includes assists from both Pardy and Mark Pysyk. 
  
I’m very anxious to watch the third period to see how this goes. 
 
I very much liked the first three minutes of the third. The Sabres supported each other 
in their own end without panic. Every player had an out. 
 
Pat Kaleta induced James Neal into taking the Penguins fourth straight stupid penalty. 
The Sabres have yet to make them pay, despite producing opportunities. 
 
Through 10 minutes I am still very impressed with the defensive commitment without 
giving up offense. 
 
Buffalo got it to 15 minutes allowign five shots and again supported each other fully. I 
wish I had the time to go through the examples. 
 
Buffalo did put the Pens on the power play with 4:50 left. Buffalo did a super job of 
killing it to assure they'll get this in the garage. 
The streak is over! Who would've thought the Buffalo Sabres would be the team to do it, 
but full marks. They played their best and deserved to win. 
 
Game Recap 
 
After avoiding what could have been a disaster in the first period, the Buffalo Sabres 
played their most complete game of the season in a 4-1 victory over the first place 
Pittsburgh Penguins. Mike Weber's boarding call and subsequent unsportsmanlike 
conduct penalty left Buffalo in a a hole, one man down for four minutes midway through 
the first period. However,  a strong hustle play by Kevin Porter gave the Sabres an early 
1-0 lead shorthanded, and Buffalo would never trail. Jerome Iginla's first goal as a 
member of the Pittsburgh Penguins tied up the game on the power play a few minutes 
later, but fan favorite Steve Ott ripped a bullet past Thomas Vokoun to give the blue and 
gold a 2-1 lead heading into the dressing room. It didn't take long for the scoring to start 
in the second period, Cody Hodgson scored on a beautiful wraparound beating Vokoun 
to put Buffalo up 3-1 less than three minutes in, and then just over a minute later Porter 
found the scoresheet again, this time banking it in off of Thomas Vokoun. That would be 
it for the Pittsburgh netminder, who had come into the game on the heels of three 
straight shutouts, as Vokoun was pulled for Marc-Andre Fluery for the remainder of the 
game. From there on it was clear Buffalo had gotten in the heads of the Penguins, they 
would take 5 penalties over the next two periods, and the Sabres put out a workmanlike 
effort to finish up the game with a 4-1 victory. Kevin Porter commented on the Sabres 
ability to play well start to finish tonight saying  "We've been talking about it a lot, 
playing 45 minutes or 50 minutes, and we don't get the W, but this was a full 60 minutes 
and we got the two points." 
 
Goals: 
1st period 
BUF- Porter (1) 10:24 Shorthanded, Unassisted 



PIT-Iginla (10) 13:27 Powerplay, Kunitz, Malkin 
BUF-Ott (6) 18:10 Pominville, Pardy 
 
2nd PeriodBUF-Hodgson (13) 2:21 Pominville, Pysyk 
BUF-Porter(2) 3:28 Flynn, Sekera 
 
3rd Period 
None 
 
Penalties: 
BUF-Stafford 7:15 Slashing 
BUF-Weber 9:39 Boarding 
BUF-Weber:9:39 Unsportsmanlike Conduct 
PIT-Engellend 8:22 Roughing 
PIT-Despres 10:25 Boarding 
PIT-Morrow 14:32 Cross Checking 
BUF-Hodgson 15:10 Hooking



This trade deadline day will be interesting 
By Paul Hamilton 
WGR 550 
April 2, 2013 
 
Buffalo, NY (WGR 550)  -- Today is so much different than most trade deadline days for 
the Sabres. 
  
Buffalo is in total sell mode, where in the past, they usually are right in the middle, 
maybe sell, maybe not. 
 
T.J. Brennan, Jordan Leopold and Robyn Regehr are already gone. It’s netted them 
three second round picks and two number fives. 
 
Many fans have written me, very upset that Buffalo is not getting good young players in 
return, but at this time of year, that’s not how it works. 
 
I think one thing you all need to understand is the picks are assets. Just because Buffalo 
is gathering picks doesn’t mean they will use them all to draft players. 
 
Let me give you an example. Let’s say the Sabres trade Ryan Miller before this year’s 
draft. The Kings have been shopping backup goal Jonathan Bernier for a while. He was 
the Kings first round pick and 11th overall in the 2006 draft. He’s been behind Jonathan 
Quick for three seasons and feels he’s ready to be a number one, which won’t happen in 
L.A. Los Angeles does not have a first round pick in this year’s draft and Buffalo has 
their second round picks in 2014 and 2015. The Sabres have all these picks to work with, 
and could maybe secure their goalie of the future by using them. Now none of this is 
true, rumor or anything else, I just wanted to give you an example why getting picks now 
is not a bad thing. 
 
If the Sabres make a decision to trade some of their young players, then you might get a 
good one in return. That happened last year when Darcy Regier sent Zack Kassian to 
Vancouver for Cody Hodgson. 
 
Regier has said he’s open to anything and I’m glad to hear that. Over the years I got so 
tired of him getting married to his own players, but he finally parted with Tim Connolly, 
Paul Gaustad and Derek Roy. 
 
I think one of Darcy’s weaknesses is taking too long to realize there’s a problem. This 
group of players has been blowing leads and giving away points they shouldn’t, for three 
or four years. Regier is not aggressive and took too long to realize what we’ve all seen for 
years. He has a collection of panicky players that have talent, but wilt when times get 
tough. He had a soft team and needed to watch his goaltender get jacked before he 
finally realized it. He toughened the team up by getting rid of a problem in Roy and 
getting Steve Ott and John Scott. What has it gotten them, a team that’s actually worse. 
 
I’ve have always felt Tyler Myers is an untouchable. I’m not anxious to trade him, but I 
also want Regier open to listening to offers for him, or anybody else. 
 



I’m not convinced this current sell off was Regier’s idea. When the team was in Fort 
Lauderdale, Regier went to Terry Pegula’s office and met with him all day. My guess is, 
the owner had to convince Regier this team is extremely flawed, and waiting, can no 
longer be tolerated. Regier, I’m sure, has seen the flaws, but his solution has always 
been, they’re our players and they will grow out of it and to be patient. 
 
Jason Pominville was Lindy Ruff’s captain. Ruff liked weak, quiet captains that he could 
control. He hated Chris Drury and Daniel Briere being captains. When he gave the team 
the chance to vote for a captain, it backfired on him, as Craig Rivet, a very strong willed 
and in your face man was elected. Ruff was very disappointed his choice, Jochen Hecht, 
wasn’t elected. Pominville has run out of answers and doesn’t know how to lead this 
team out of this. With one year left on his contract, I think it’s time to cut ties. Don’t get 
me wrong, when he’s not worried about how to inspire the team, he’s a very good hockey 
player and I think would be a great addition to a team where he could be a number two 
or three winger, not a number one. 
 
If Buffalo could get a guy like Bernier, moving Ryan Miller would be a great idea. The 
question is when? I have often wondered that if you’re trying to trade Miller, might it be 
better to wait for around the draft. 
 
Hecht could be a depth player for a low round pick. 
 
Is the organization done with Drew Stafford and looking to send him some place? 
Stafford is a classic example of a player who might do very well if you went to another 
situation. 
This is going to be painful folks. You will probably watch a team this month that 
contains fourth line players and AHL guys. This team is already stocked with those 
players in Kevin Porter, Brian Flynn, Nathan Gerbe, Scott, Hecht and Pat Kaleta. 
Depending on what happens today, more could be on the way. Luke Adam may not go 
back. 
 
Thomas Vanek told me Saturday he’s not interested in staying if this is a long rebuild. 
Thomas, get ready to leave.   



Sabres stun Penguins, end 15-game winning streak 
By Bill Hoppe 
Olean Times Herald 
April 3, 2013 
 
PITTSBURGH – The stunning victory might serve as one final reminder of the potential 
the 2012-13 Buffalo Sabres possess. 
 
On Tuesday, the reeling Sabres limped into Consol Energy Center losers of four straight, 
just hours away from a possible fire sale before the trade deadline hits at 3 p.m. today. 
 
The mighty Penguins, winners of 15 straight, awaited them. The powerhouse club had 
blanked its last three opponents and stood just two victories from tying the NHL’s 
longest-ever winning streak. 
 
Incredibly, the Sabres slayed the beast, thumping the Penguins 4-1 before a standing-
room only crowd of 18,642 fans. 
 
“Obviously, expectations are high and we haven’t lived up to them,” Sabres goalie Ryan 
Miller said. “But … there’s still time in the season. We can write our own story.” 
 
The Sabres’ 14th win inched them into 12th place, five points behind the eighth-place 
New York Islanders. 
 
Could the commanding victory convince Sabres general manager Darcy Regier and 
ownership to keep the team together? 
 
Regier has already said the Sabres are looking to next season and he must explore 
“anything and everything.” 
 
More on the statuses of Miller and captain Jason Pominville later. 
 
Against a team that had won 12 straight home games and hadn’t lost any contest since 
Feb. 28, the Sabres controlled the play, taking an early lead before finishing off the slick 
Penguins early in the second period. 
 
Sixty-minute efforts have been rare this turbulent season. 
 
“I think tonight you could say we played a full game,” Miller said. “It was very nice to 
see, and I’m extremely proud of the guys. Hopefully, this is something we carry forward 
and keep in our pocket and know that we can play that solid game.” 
 
Kevin Porter’s short-handed score, his first goal in his 20th game this season, opened 
the scoring 10:24 into the game. Jarome Iginla’s power-play goal tied it minutes later. 
 
But Steve Ott scored late in the period. Then Cody Hodgson, who was promoted back to 
No. 1 center after some fourth-line duty Sunday, and Porter’s second goal sealed the 
game just 3:28 into the second period. 
 



That weak goal from the left circle sent Penguins goalie Tomas Vokoun to the bench. 
Marc-Andre Fleury replaced him. 
 
Porter hadn’t scored an NHL goal since March 12. He last scored twice in a game Nov. 6, 
2010. 
 
Naturally, his slick performance felt really good. 
 
“I was trying not to think about it,” Porter said about his goal drought. “But after that 
many games you finally want to get one. I was playing well, but you definitely want to 
chip in offensively.” 
 
Porter’s Feb. 21 promotion to the big leagues coincided with Ron Rolston’s elevation to 
interim coach. The 27-year-old center is a Rolston favorite. 
 
“I’m real happy for Kevin,” Rolston said. “Ever since he’s been out he’s played his heart 
out. He competes every night for us. He does a lot of things … to help our team be 
successful. For him to come out and have the offensive game he did, that was pretty 
special.” 
 
The Sabres thought they had a pretty special team this season, one they thought could 
contend for a Stanley Cup. 
 
Following the morning skate, Pominville politely declined to say whether he has given 
Regier a list of eight teams he wouldn’t like to be traded to. Miller, who has the same 
clause in his contract, wouldn’t comment after the game. 
 
Pominville sure sounded like he has submitted a list, though. 
 
“I don’t want to answer by yes or no, but what I can say is Darcy has a job to do, and for 
him to be able to that in my case, in guys that have these kind of lists, for him to be able 
to listen, he needs to know,” Pominville said. “I think it’s just part of the process. I 
mean, he said it a while ago that he was going to listen on anyone, so I think it shouldn’t 
be a surprise to anyone that this came out.” 
 
The 30-year-old said he’s “absolutely not” offended by the speculation. 
 
“I understand the business of things,” Pominville said. “I understand Darcy has a job to 
do, and he’s trying to do his best to do what’s best for the team and the franchise. By no 
means does it mean I’m gone. I think it’s just part of the process. It’s a step that he has 
to do and he has to deal with. 
 
“But again, it could happen. Would I be completely shocked if didn’t? Probably not.” 
 
Miller agreed with Pominville, saying Regier “has to explore every opportunity.” 
 
“I think every season every GM explores every opportunity,” Miller said. “I mean, you’re 
not going to pick up the phone for one of your fellow general managers. I think some 



years are more pressing than others. Obviously, expectations are high and we haven’t 
lived up to them.” 
 
Miller called players “chess pieces.” 
 
“The general managers are shuffling them, moving them around,” he said. “We don’t 
have a say. So you just worry about hockey like today. I thought it was great.”



Sabres’ Adam thrilled to be back in NHL after long wait 
By Bill Hoppe 
Olean Times Herald 
April 3, 2013 
 
PITTSBURGH – One day this winter, Luke Adam finally had enough. The 22-year-old 
cleared his head and stopped wondering about his future with the Buffalo Sabres. 
 
In just a few months last season, Adam suffered a stunning decline, morphing from a 
first-line NHL scoring threat into a forgotten AHL player repeatedly bypassed for 
recalls. 
 
But fretting wasn’t helping Adam’s career. 
 
“That’s what got me in trouble,” Adam said Tuesday prior to the Sabres’ 4-1 win over the 
Pittsburgh Penguins inside Consol Energy Center, his first NHL game since Feb. 8, 
2012. “The last month and a half, two months, I just completely wiped the idea away.” 
 
The new mindset worked. 
 
With winger Ville Leino (muscle strain) out, the Sabres summoned Adam from 
Rochester on Monday, a surprising move considering the forward had zero goals in his 
last nine games. 
 
“Really excited,” Adam said. “I don’t know if I would’ve thought it would’ve took this 
long. I guess patience paid off.” 
 
Adam, despite some so-so offensive numbers, believes focusing on little aspects of his 
game at both ends of the rink has made him a more mature player. 
 
“I think I’m a much better player now, even the last little while in the American League,” 
said Adam, who had 14 goals, 32 points and minus-12 rating in 64 AHL games. “The 
points really haven’t been there, as high as I’d like or as high as they used to be. 
 
“I’m getting opportunities and playing well defensively. There’s been some tough breaks, 
but that’s hockey.” 
 
Adam stormed into professional hockey two seasons ago, compiling 29 goals and 62 
points in 57 games with Portland. He began last season as the Sabres’ No. 1 center 
between Jason Pominville and Thomas Vanek. 
 
After scoring his 10th goal and 20th point on Dec. 17, 2011, Adam endured 20 pointless 
games before the Sabres finally sent him down. 
 
Instead of finding his confidence with the Americans, Adam slumped badly, scoring only 
four goals in 30 total AHL games last season. 
 
Now, with his fresh perspective, Adam thinks his game has “come a long way.” 
 



“My confidence is back to where it was,” he said. “Now I feel like I’m starting to control 
games and control the puck a lot more. It’s a good feeling.” 
 
Adam, a center most of this season, skated on the left wing Tuesday beside Kevin Porter 
and Brian Flynn. 
 
xxx 
 
The Sabres played their first game without veteran defenseman Robyn Regehr, who was 
dealt to the Los Angeles Kings on Monday night for two second-round picks. 
 
Remember, the trade deadline hits at 3 p.m. today. 
 
“He was a great teammate, a great leader on this team,” Pominville said. “It was really 
tough to see him go. But at the same time, I think he understood the process as well, 
understood the business part of it. It was nice to be able to see him and wish him all the 
best.” 
 
What did the respected Regehr offer the Sabres? 
 
“Whatever you ask him for,” Vanek said. “He’s one of those guys you know what you’re 
getting out of him every night. The Kings are getting a good player.” 
 
Prior to the contest, the Sabres summoned Adam Pardy, who made his sixth appearance 
this season. 
 
The Sabres’ defense depth has been whittled down considerably recently. They have no 
healthy defenders left in Rochester with any NHL experience. Alex Biega could be the 
next in line for a recall. 
 
xxx 
 
Vanek, the Sabres’ leading scorer, missed his fourth straight game (muscle strain). 
 
“Feel better,” Vanek said after skating Tuesday morning, “but still not there.” 
 
Could Vanek play Friday? 
 
“It’s a tough thing to say,” he said. “The last three days I’ve been feeling better, but not a 
point where I’m ready to go.” 
 
Notes: Ryan Miller played his 492nd game, breaking Dominik Hasek’s all-time Sabres 
goalie mark. … Brooks Orpik, an Amherst native, played his 662nd game, a new 
Penguins defense record . … The Sabres scratched tough guy John Scott. … The 
Penguins played without superstar Sidney Crosby (jaw).



PARTY CRASHERS: Sabres snap Penguins' 15-game winning streak 
By Kevin Snow 
Sabres.com 
April 2, 2013 
 
Buffalo 4 – Pittsburgh 1 
Tuesday, April 2, 2013 
Consol Energy Center 
 
GAME RECAP 
PITTSBURGH – Not only did the Buffalo Sabres defeat the Pittsburgh Penguins on 
Tuesday, they dismantled them in their own building. That’s something that no other 
team has been able to do for more than a month. 
 
Kevin Porter scored his first two goals of the season as the Sabres brought an end to 
Pittsburgh’s 15-game winning streak with a 4-1 victory at Consol Energy Center. The loss 
was Pittsburgh’s first since February 28; and their first at home since February 20. Steve 
Ott and Cody Hodgson also scored for Buffalo, while Jason Pominville added two assists 
and was a game-high plus-three. 
 
The victory snapped a four-game winless streak (0-2-2) for the Sabres, who are now 14-
17-6 (34 points) with 11 games left to play. Buffalo moves to 12th in the Eastern 
Conference, five points behind the New York Islanders for eighth place. 
 
Ryan Miller had to make just 19 saves in the win, upping his season record to 12-15-5. 
Tonight’s game was also Miller’s 492nd career NHL appearance, breaking the Sabres’ 
franchise record for most games played by a goaltender, originally set by Dominik 
Hasek. 
 
Tomas Vokoun started and took the loss for Pittsburgh, but was pulled in the second 
period after allowing four goals on 13 shots in just over 23 minutes of action. Marc-
Andre Fleury stopped all 16 Sabres’ shots he faced in 36:14 of mop-up duty. 
 
1st Period 
BUF 1-0: Kevin Porter jumps into the slot to bury the shorthanded goal thanks to a Matt 
Niskanen giveaway in the Penguins’ zone (10:24) … 1-1: Jarome Iginla tucks home a 
pass from Chris Kunitz for his first goal as a Penguin. (13:27, PP) … BUF 2-1: Steve Ott 
unloads a rocket from the left wing for his sixth goal of the season. (18:10). Shots on 
Goal: Pittsburgh 11 – Buffalo 8 
 
2nd Period 
BUF 3-1: Cody Hodgson sweeps around the right post on the wraparound after following 
up his own rebound. (2:21) … BUF 4-1: Porter scores his second of the night on a wrist 
shot from the left boards that changed direction off a Penguins’ skate in front (3:28). 
Shots on Goal: Buffalo 12 – Pittsburgh 3 
 
3rd Period 
No Scoring. Shots on Goal: Buffalo 9 – Pittsburgh 6 
 



ROSTER NOTES 
Thomas Vanek missed his fourth straight game with an upper body injury… Ville Leino 
was out of the lineup for the second game in a row, also with an upper body injury… 
John Scott was a healthy scratch. 
 
BEHIND THE NUMBERS 
Kevin Porter’s first-period goal ended Pittsburgh’s franchise-record shutout streak at 
218:48. Entering tonight’s game, the last player to score on the penguins’ was 
Philadelphia’s Claude Giroux on March 24… Porter’s goal was his first since March 12, 
2012, as a member of the Colorado Avalanche… The Sabres outshot Pittsburgh 21-9 over 
the final two periods… Buffalo is now 8-0-1 this season when scoring four or more goals 
in a game… 172nd game all-time between Buffalo and Pittsburgh; Buffalo trails the 
series with a 63-68-41 record. The Sabres are now 23-44-19 all-time on the road against 
the Penguins all-time. 
 
BUFFALO’S REAL-TIME STATS LEADERS 
Time on Ice: Christian Ehrhoff, 24:53 
Shots: Drew Stafford, 5 
Blocked Shots: Pardy/Myers, 3 
Hits: Weber/Pardy/Kaleta, 2 
Faceoff Wins: Hecht/Ott, 10 
Total Faceoffs: Jochen Hecht, 17 (10-7) 
 
BUFFALO’S RECORD WHEN... 
Scoring First: 10-4-4 
Leading after the first period: 5-2-2 
Leading after the second period: 6-0-4 
Outshooting an opponent: 4-5-3 
 
SPECIAL TEAMS: 
Power Play 
Tonight: 0/5 
Overall: 17/135, 12.6% 
Road: 8/72, 11.1% 
 
Penalty Killing 
Tonight: 3/4 
Overall: 110/143, 76.9% 
Road: 73/93, 78.5% 
 
UP NEXT: 
* Friday vs. Ottawa, 7 p.m. 
* Sunday vs. New Jersey, 7:30 p.m. 
* Tuesday @ Winnipeg, 8 p.m. 



Penguins' 15-game winning streak snapped by Sabres 
By Will Graves 
Associated Press 
April 2, 2013 
 
 
 
PITTSBURGH (AP) -- Good periods. Bad ones. It didn't matter much to the Pittsburgh 
Penguins during their perfect 15-game run through March. In the end, they always 
found a way. 
 
April might be a little tougher, particularly without star Sidney Crosby. 
 
Outplayed on both ends of the ice for long stretches by rebuilding Buffalo, Pittsburgh 
fell 4-1 on Tuesday night to lose for the first time in more than a month. 
 
''We just didn't have much of an answer,'' defenseman Matt Niskanen said. ''Things 
weren't going well from the start and we didn't have a whole lot of a pushback or a whole 
lot of urgency.'' 
 
Pittsburgh was attempting to move within one of the NHL record of 17 consecutive wins 
set by the 1992-93 Penguins, but looked out of sync without their captain. The Sabres 
jumped on Pittsburgh early and never really let up to end a four-game winless streak. 
 
Kevin Porter scored his first two goals in more than a year for the Sabres. Steve Ott and 
Cody Hodgson also beat Pittsburgh's Tomas Vokoun as the Sabres took a quick three-
goal lead and then clamped down on the league's highest-scoring team. 
 
Ryan Miller made 19 saves on the night he surpassed Dominik Hasek for the most 
games played by a Sabres goaltender. It wasn't lost on Miller that his 492nd appearance 
could also be his final one in a Buffalo uniform. With the Sabres toiling near the bottom 
of the Eastern Conference, Miller understands he could be traded sometime before 
Wednesday afternoon's 3 p.m. deadline. 
 
''It's one of those things where the players are definitely just chess pieces and the general 
managers are shuffling and moving them around and you don't have a say so you just 
worry about hockey,'' Miller said. ''I thought it was great, we worried about hockey and 
we did a nice job.'' 
 
Pittsburgh has already made its big moves, acquiring three veterans - including six-time 
All-Star Jarome Iginla - last week to bolster a run at a Stanley Cup. 
 
Playing the second game of his career for a team other than Calgary, Iginla scored his 
first goal with the Penguins but it wasn't nearly enough. 
 
''It's a tough feeling tonight; you just want to keep that (streak) going,'' Iginla said. ''But 
at the same time it's very impressive to see what this group accomplished.'' 
 



Even if that group is hurting at the moment. Crosby is out indefinitely with a broken jaw 
suffered in a win over the New York Islanders on Saturday. He underwent surgery and 
was released from the hospital on Tuesday, but the team has put no timetable on his 
return. 
 
The Penguins are also missing defensemen Paul Martin and Kris Letang. Martin is out 
four to six weeks with an upper body injury while Letang is nursing a lower-body 
problem. 
 
Pittsburgh vowed to press on without the league's leading scorer, but hardly looked like 
the juggernaut that outscored opponents 52-26 while becoming the first NHL team to go 
undefeated in a calendar month. The Penguins tied the second-longest winning streak in 
league history by playing responsible hockey at both ends of the ice. 
 
Led by Vokoun, Pittsburgh came in riding a club record three consecutive shutouts. 
 
It didn't take Buffalo long to ensure there wouldn't be a fourth, getting to Vokoun twice 
in the first period to put Pittsburgh on its heels. 
 
The Penguins had a chance to take the lead early after Mike Weber was hit with a 4-
minute penalty for boarding and unsportsmanlike conduct. 
 
Instead Porter scored the first goal allowed by the Penguins in 218:48 of game time 
following a bizarre sequence in which Iginla broke his stick trying a slap shot from the 
point, leading to a breakout by the Sabres. Iginla, scrambling back without his stick, 
managed to take the puck away from a Buffalo player using only his skate and direct it to 
Niskanen. 
 
Rather than move the puck to the boards and out of danger, Niskanen attempted a 
backhand clearing pass up the middle only to send it directly to Porter, who had little 
trouble flipping a wrist shot by Vokoun for Porter's first goal since March 12, 2012. 
 
Iginla provided a spark later in the power play when he streaked down the slot and took 
a feed from Evgeni Malkin to beat Miller for a power play goal that tied it at 1. 
 
The score briefly brought the crowd to life, but Buffalo kept right on attacking. Ott took 
a drop pass from Jason Pominville and fired a slap shot by Vokoun with less than 2 
minutes to go in the first to put Buffalo back in front. 
 
The Penguins had rallied from a deficit four times during their 15-game run. They 
couldn't make it five. Hodgson undressed Vokoun for a pretty wraparound goal 2:21 into 
the second period and Porter made it 4-1 just over a minute later when his shot from the 
top of the left circle deflected off Pittsburgh defenseman Deryk Engelland's skate and 
between Vokoun's legs. 
 
Marc-Andre Fleury replaced Vokoun and was sharp, stopping all 16 shots he faced in his 
first game since sustaining a minor upper body injury against Montreal last week. Miller 
was even better, silencing the NHL's hottest team with relative ease. 
 



''It always stinks when it comes to an end,'' Fleury said. ''But I thought the guys did a 
great job throughout the streak, coming back from games and holding leads and I 
thought we played some very good hockey.'' 
 
NOTES: Penguins D Brooks Orpik played in his 622nd career game, breaking Ron 
Stackhouse's club mark for games by a defenseman ... The Penguins begin a home-and-
home set with the New York Rangers on Wednesday night at Madison Square Garden ... 
The Sabres host Ottawa on Friday. 
 



Sabres snap Penguins' 15-game winning streak 
By Chris Adamski 
NHL.com 
April 3, 2013 
 
PITTSBURGH -- Following a perfect month, the Pittsburgh Penguins were anything but 
during their first game of April. 
 
Playing without their captain and the NHL leading scorer Sidney Crosby for the first 
time this season, the Penguins were listless in having a 15-game winning streak 
snapped, 4-1 by the Buffalo Sabres on Tuesday at Consol Energy Center. 
 
"The effort was not where we wanted to be, not where we can have it," Pittsburgh goalie 
Marc-Andre Fleury said. "We have been playing some great hockey, and tonight didn't 
seem like our best effort." 
 
Kevin Porter had his first two goals of the season and Steve Ott and Cody Hodgson also 
scored for Buffalo, which won for the first time in five games. Amid speculation he could 
be traded before Wednesday afternoon's deadline, Sabres captain Jason Pominville had 
two assists and was a plus-3. 
 
Ryan Miller made 19 saves during his 492nd game for the Sabres, breaking the franchise 
record for appearances by a goalie. 
 
"I think tonight you can say we played a full game," said Miller, who had won just five of 
19 previous decisions against the Penguins. "It was very nice to see and I'm extremely 
proud of the guys and hopefully this is something we can carry forward, keep in our 
pocket and know that we can play a solid game." 
 
After the game, Miller fended off questions about the swirling trade rumors. The Sabres 
traded veteran defenseman Robyn Regehr for draft picks the previous night and general 
manager Darcy Regier has made no secret that several other players are available for 
trade. That includes Pominville, who upon request by Regier submitted a list of teams 
he'd accept a trade to on Monday. 
 
Buffalo was also without leading scorer Thomas Vanek, who tested an upper-body 
muscle strain at the morning skate, but missed his fourth straight game. 
 
"In order to break the streak against a team like this, you have to play really well," 
Buffalo interim coach Ron Rolston said. "And we hadn't done that to date in terms of a 
60-minute game. I think I'll enjoy that the most." 
 
The Penguins, who also had a team-record 12-game home winning streak snapped, fell 
two games short of breaking their own League record of 17 straight wins set 20 years 
ago. They'll have to settle with sharing the NHL's second-longest streak with the 1981-
82 New York Islanders. All 15 of their wins came during March, the first undefeated and 
untied full month in NHL history. 
 



Jarome Iginla scored for the first time as a Penguins player in his second game for 
Pittsburgh, which was denied its second 5-0-0 homestand in franchise history. 
 
"It's a disappointing feeling now," Iginla said. "I know the guys have worked so hard at 
this streak, and it was fun to come and get a taste of that. It was really impressive what 
they accomplished and it's tough to see that end. 
 
"We weren't as good as this team's capable of being, and we all know that." 
 
Crosby sustained a broken jaw when he was struck by a puck during his first shift of 
Pittsburgh's previous game Saturday. The Penguins were also again without top 
defensemen Kris Letang (lower-body injury) and Paul Martin (broken bone in the upper 
body). 
 
Still, the Penguins entered the game with a franchise-record opponent scoreless streak 
of 208:24, having shut out their three previous opponents. Tomas Vokoun, who was in 
the net for the final seven periods of that streak, extended it to 218:48 before Buffalo 
blew the game open with four goals in a span of 13:52 -- that's as many as Pittsburgh 
allowed in its previous 522:56. 
 
Porter, who hadn't scored in more than a year, picked up his first in a span of 20 NHL 
games when he took advantage of a broken stick and a poor pass by Pittsburgh. While 
playing the point on the power play, Iginla's stick snapped into two pieces, allowing 
Pominville to lead a rush the other way. Iginla stole the puck via a kick, however, and 
got it to teammate Matt Niskanen. 
 
Niskanen tried to blindly drop it back for Iginla, but Porter picked it off and quickly got 
off a shot that beat Vokoun. 
 
"Things weren't going well from the start," Niskanen said, "and we didn't have a whole 
lot of a pushback or a whole lot of urgency offensively to execute with the puck to get our 
game going." 
 
Iginla tied it at 13:27 of the first with his 10th of the season, a tap-in into an empty net 
off a feed from Chris Kunitz while on the power play. 
 
But Ott gave the Sabres the lead for good with 1:50 left in the first when Pominville teed 
it up for him to one-time from the top of the left circle. 
 
Buffalo made it 4-1 with a pair of goals 67 seconds apart among the first 3:28 of the 
second period. Hodgson's 13th of the season but first since March 17 was a wraparound 
that came off an assist from Pominville. The team's second-leading scorer, Hodgson had 
been demoted to the fourth line due to lack of sound defensive play during the Sabres' 
previous game, a 2-0 home loss to Boston on Sunday. 
 
Porter made it a three-goal cushion when he threw the puck to the net and it deflected 
off the skate of Penguins defenseman Deryk Engelland and past Vokoun, ending the 
veteran goaltender's night. Fleury entered for his first action since leaving after two 



periods of a March 26 game against the Montreal Canadiens due to an upper-body 
injury and stopped all 16 shots he faced. 
 
"We just didn't execute well, we didn't look quick," Penguins checking forward Craig 
Adams said. "We didn't get in on the forecheck and play in their end nearly as much as 
we needed to, and we didn't create enough. And then, obviously, we gave them a few 
goals." 
 
Despite the expected sell-off at the deadline, the Sabres remained on the periphery of 
the Eastern Conference playoff race; they are five points behind the eighth-place New 
York Islanders. 
 
Brooks Orpik appeared in his 622nd game, breaking the record for most by a 
defenseman for the Penguins, who still lead the East by five points and the Atlantic 
Division by 17. They lost for the first time since Feb. 28. 
 
"It does happen where you have an off night," Niskanen said, "but we had a few of those 
during the streak in which we had a period or a stretch of 10 minutes where we found a 
way to play well enough to get things turned back around and find a way to win those 
games. Tonight, we just didn't have much of an answer."



Sabres know more trades could be on the way 
By Chris Adamski 
NHL.com 
April 2, 2013 
 
PITTSBURGH -- Following the Buffalo Sabres' morning skate Tuesday, they spent most 
of their time complimenting recently traded teammate Robyn Regehr. 
 
They spent some of the rest of it wondering who could be next. 
 
General manger Darcy Regier hasn't been very secretive of the Sabres' plans for roster 
turnover and a rebuild as the team enters its game Tuesday against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins in 13th place in the Eastern Conference and appears on its way to a second 
consecutive season that ends short of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
 
"It's a tough situation for everyone," Buffalo captain Jason Pominville said. "This time of 
year there's a lot of talk, a lot of speculation that comes out. Some guys hear it, some 
guys don't. We don't talk about those kinds of things before games, but obviously on off 
days and in the morning, guys will throw a chirp in here or there. And that's just part of 
the business and we have to deal with it." 
 
The eight-year veteran didn't deny the multiple reports that he's submitted a list of eight 
teams to which he would veto a trade, a stipulation in his contract. 
 
"Guys that have these kind of lists, for [the organization] to be able to listen [to trade 
offers]," Pominville said, "[Regier] needs to know." 
 
Pominville, who has played all 577 of his NHL games for the Sabres, rejected the notion 
that Regier requesting the list from him was a signal he absolutely would be traded prior 
to the deadline, which comes at 3 p.m. ET Wednesday. 
 
"I understand Darcy has a job to do, and he's trying to do his best to do what's best for 
the team and the franchise," Pominville said. "By no means does it mean I'm gone or 
stuff like that. It's just part of the process, a step that he has to do and he has to deal 
with. 
 
"It could happen, but would I be completely shocked if it didn't? Probably not." 
 
That's a feeling echoed by virtually every player in the Buffalo dressing room. Regier has 
said publicly he will listen to offers for any player. Veteran defensemen Jordan Leopold 
and Regehr already have been shipped out -- Leopold to the St. Louis Blues on Saturday 
for second- and fifth-round picks in the 2013 NHL Draft; Regehr for second-round picks 
from the Los Angeles Kings in the 2014 and 2015 drafts in a deal announced Monday. 
 
There have been rumors that Pominville, goalie Ryan Miller and a number of other 
players could be next. 
 



"That's part of the time right now, part of the time of the year and where we're at," 
interim coach Ron Rolston said. "The guys understand that; it's just that making sure 
they keep their focus and are ready to go [Tuesday]." 
 
Buffalo faces a tall task in trying to snap the Pittsburgh Penguins' 15-game winning 
streak Tuesday. The Sabres will be without leading scorer Thomas Vanek, who will miss 
his fourth consecutive game because of an upper-body injury. 
 
"I feel a little better," Vanek said after participating in the morning skate at Consol 
Energy Center. "But still not there." 
 
Reinforcements Luke Adam and Adam Pardy were recalled from Rochester of the 
American Hockey League in the 24 hours leading up to the game against the Penguins. 
Adam took part in the morning skate, playing on the wing on a line centered by Cody 
Hodgson. Pardy had yet to arrive in Pittsburgh but is expected to be in the lineup 
because the Sabres, for now, have five other defensemen. 
 
Seemingly no one would be surprised if another is shipped out prior to the trade 
deadline. 
 
"I'm sure it's in the back of minds of guys, but that's not our focus," Adam said. 
"Especially [Tuesday]. We're focused on the game, and if we can do that, by 
[Wednesday] it's over with. It's always in the back of guys' minds. ... It's a business, and 
that's one side of the business."



Porter, Miller help Sabres end Penguins' 15-game winning streak 
By John Perrotto 
The Sports Xchange 
April 2, 2013 
 
PITTSBURGH -- Kevin Porter isn't a big believer in the percentages. 
 
That is why the Buffalo center was the least surprised person in the building that his two 
first goals of the season helped the Sabres beat red-hot Pittsburgh 4-1 on Tuesday night 
at Consol Energy Center, ending the Penguins' winning streak at 15, two short of the 
NHL record. 
 
"I definitely thought it was the night it could happen," Porter said. "They have great 
team with a lot of great players who are playing really well and I hadn't been able to find 
the back of the net. I just thought the time was right for it to happen -- when you least 
expect it." 
 
Porter then paused and smiled. 
 
"I thought one goal but maybe not two," he said. 
 
Minus Sidney Crosby, their captain and the NHL's leading scorer, the Penguins (28-9-0) 
had their brush with history came to an end. Pittsburgh set the record for consecutive 
wins with 17 in 1993. 
 
Crosby, who has 56 points in 36 games, suffered a broken jaw and lost teeth in the 
Penguins' previous game on Saturday against the New York Islanders when he was 
struck in the mouth by a deflected shot by Penguins defensemen Brooks Orpik. 
 
Crosby was released from the hospital Monday and the Penguins don't have a timetable 
for when he can resume physical activity. It seems certain that Crosby won't be able to 
see game action for at least a month. 
 
"It always (stinks) when it comes to an end but the guys did a great job in the streak, 
coming back in games and holding up the leads," Penguins goaltender Marc-Andre 
Fleury said. "We played some very good hockey and now we have to focus and play some 
more." 
 
The Sabres (14-17-6) snapped their four-game winning streak behind Porter, an 
improbable hero who recorded just the second multi-goal game of his five-year career. 
Porter also had two goals for Colorado on Nov. 6, 2010 against Dallas. 
 
"I'm happy for him," Sabres interim coach Ron Rolston said. "He works as hard as 
anybody on this team and he's had a tough time getting that first goal." 
 
"My first objective is always to keep the other team from scoring," said Porter, who was 
playing in his 20th game of the season. "Still, it's nice to finally get a couple of goals." 
 



Steve Ott and Cody Hodgson added goals for Buffalo and Jason Pominville had two 
assists. 
 
Jarome Iginla scored his first goal in his second game with the Penguins. He was 
acquired last week in a trade from Calgary Flames, with whom he had spent his entire 
16-year career and scored 525 goals. 
 
Veteran goaltender Ryan Miller made 19 saves in what could be his last game for the 
Sabres. There has been speculation that he could possibly be traded for the NHL trade 
deadline at 3 p.m. Wednesday. 
 
"I'm really not going to worry about it," Miller said of a potential trade. "It's part of the 
business and, as a player, you really have no say in it. It's funny, but every year at this 
time, everyone will come up to me and ask me what I'm hearing. Believe me, the players 
are the last to know. We're just the chess pieces and it's the general managers moving us 
around the board. 
 
"Today, it was just about hockey and it was really nice to win this game against the 
hottest team in the league." 
 
The Sabres ended the Penguins' string of three straight shutouts and team-record streak 
of 218:48 without allowing a goal when Porter broke a scoreless tie on a shorthanded 
odd man rush at 10:24. 
 
Porter put a wrist shot past Tomas Vokoun, who had posted shutouts in his previous two 
starts in place of Fleury who had been sidelined by a sore neck. Vokoun had gone 173:06 
without being scored upon. 
 
Iginla then tied it for the Penguins when he scored on the power play at 13:27 for his 
10th goal of the season. 
 
Buffalo went back ahead with 1:50 left in the first when Ott scored his sixth goal on a 
slapshot off a drop shot from Pominville. 
 
The Sabres increased their lead to 4-1 in the early stages of the second period. Hodgson 
scored on a wraparound at 2:21 and Porter converted a wrist shot at 3:38 to chase 
Vokoun from the game. 
 
That ended the Penguins' streak of 11 straight games without allowing more than two 
goals. 
 
Vokoun made saves on nine of the 13 shots on goal he faced. Fleury relieved him and 
shut out the Sabres over the final 36:22, making 15 saves. 
 
"We didn't look quick," Penguins right wing Craig Adams said. "We didn't get in on the 
forecheck and play in their end as much as we needed to. We didn't create enough and 
also gave them a few goals with turnovers. We just play very well." 
 



NOTES: Pominville has a modified no-trade clause in his contract in which he can 
submit eight teams to which he cannot be traded and confirmed Tuesday that he has 
submitted that list to general manager Darcy Regier in advance of the deadline. In 
rebuilding mode, the Sabres dealt defenseman Jordan Leopold to St. Louis last Saturday 
and defenseman Robyn Regehr to Los Angeles on Monday. ... Buffalo left wing Thomas 
Vanek sat out his fourth straight game and left wing Ville Leino missed his second game 
in a row as both have upper body injuries. Left wing John Scott was also scratched by 
the Sabres. .... Miller played in his 492nd career game, breaking the Sabres' franchise 
record for goalies that was held by Dominik Hasek. ... Orpik, who had seven hits and 
three blocked shots, set the Penguins' franchise for games played by a defenseman with 
622, breaking a tie with Ron Stackhouse. ... Pittsburgh defensemen Kris Letang, on 
injured reserve with a broken toe, has started skating but there is no timetable for his 
return. ... Scratched with Crosby for the Penguins were center Joe Vitale and 
defenseman Robert Bortuzzo



NHL Game Summary - Buffalo at Pittsburgh 
The Sports Network 
April 2, 2013 
 
Final Score: Buffalo 4, Pittsburgh 1 
 
Pittsburgh, PA (Sports Network) - The Pittsburgh Penguins finally had an injury they 
couldn't overcome. 
 
With Sidney Crosby out thanks to a fractured jaw, the Penguins had their 15- game win 
streak broken with a startling 4-1 loss to the Buffalo Sabres at CONSOL Energy Center. 
 
Kevin Porter notched his first two goals of the season to help back a 19-save effort from 
Ryan Miller that helped deal Pittsburgh its first setback since a 4-1 ousting by Carolina 
on Feb. 28. 
 
Steve Ott and Cody Hodgson also potted goals for a Buffalo squad that had lost four in a 
row and is currently buried at the bottom of the Northeast Division. 
 
"Hopefully this is something we carry forward," Miller said of the win. 
 
Pittsburgh had matched the second-longest run in NHL history even with reigning Hart 
Trophy recipient Evgeni Malkin sidelined for 10 of those triumphs with a concussion 
and shoulder injury, and both No. 1 goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury and defenseman Kris 
Letang missing multiple games over that stretch as well. 
 
Minus Crosby, out indefinitely after being struck in the mouth by teammate Brooks 
Orpik's shot during Saturday's 2-0 decision over the New York Islanders, the high-
scoring Penguins suffered their first home defeat since Feb. 20. 
 
Pittsburgh also received a subpar outing from netminder Tomas Vokoun, who came in 
off back-to-back shutouts in the club's two most recent wins. He stopped only 9-of-13 
chances before being pulled in favor of Fleury early in the second period, however. 
 
Recently acquired Jarome Iginla provided the Penguins' lone bright spot, with the 
veteran wing netting his first goal since being acquired from Calgary last week. 
 
The Sabres got a pair of timely goals to put Pittsburgh behind after one period, then 
dominated the second to extend its lead to a comfortable margin. 
 
A broken stick from Iginla led to Buffalo's first tally, with Porter controlling the loose 
puck following the Pittsburgh newcomer's botched shot attempt, rushing up the ice and 
firing a shot past Vokoun with the Sabres shorthanded near the midway mark of the 
opening period. 
 
The goal was the first allowed by the Penguins in a franchise-record span of 218 
minutes, 48 seconds, with the team entering Tuesday's clash having registered three 
straight shutouts. 
 



Iginla got a measure of redemption on Pittsburgh's next power-play opportunity, 
knocking home a terrific feed from Chris Kunitz from the left slot with 6:33 left in the 
frame during a double-minor to Buffalo's Mike Weber. 
 
"At the time it felt good to get my first (goal) as a Penguin...but it's a disappointing 
feeling now because I know these guys had worked hard at this (win) streak," Iginla said. 
 
Buffalo went back in front not long afterward, though, with Ott taking a drop pass from 
Jason Pominville in transition and ripping the puck over Vokoun's left shoulder 1:50 
prior to the first intermission. 
 
The Sabres then scored twice within a 67-second span early in the second period to put 
Pittsburgh in an even greater hole. 
 
A hustling Hodgson collected the rebound of his own shot before beating a slow-
recovering Vokoun with a wraparound attempt 2:21 into the middle stanza. Vokoun 
then got the hook after letting a soft shot from Porter that deflected off the skate of Pens 
defenseman Deryk Engelland squeeze under his pads at the 3:28 mark. 
 
Pittsburgh mounted little of an offensive on Miller the rest of the way, mustering only 
three shots in the second period and six in the third. 
 
Fleury, making his first appearance in a week, turned aside all 16 shots he faced after 
replacing Vokoun. 
 
Game Notes 
 
The Penguins had won 12 straight on home ice following a 6-5 loss to Philadelphia on 
Feb. 20 ... Vokoun had gone a club-record 173 minutes and six seconds without 
permitting a goal until surrendering Porter's first tally ... Porter's multi-goal effort was 
the second of his career, having also scored twice against Dallas while with Colorado on 
Nov. 6, 2011 ... The Sabres now have registered six short-handed goals on the season, 
second-most in the NHL ... Orpik participated in his 622nd career game, breaking a tie 
with Ron Stackhouse for the most ever by a Penguins defenseman ... Thomas Vanek, 
Buffalo's leading scorer, missed a fourth straight game due to an upper-body injury.  
 


